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LOUISIANA LAW STAMPS 
By Terence Hines

Figure 1. Pair of 10C Louisiana Law stamps used on reverse of 
receipt for 1893 state taxes. Cancel is purple and reads 
"RECORDER / APR 30 1894 / MORTGAGES". This and the receipt 
shown in Figures 3 and 4 from the collection of SRS member 
D. Marcinkus.

The Louisiana Law stamps first appeared in 1880. Hubbard (1960) 
lists seven denominations as follows: 5C Vermillion, lot brown,
25£ green, 50C blue, $1 ochre, $2.50 maroon and $5 black. These

6 5



State Revenue Newsletter, Sept.-Oct., 1990, vol. 28, # 5.

stamps are extremely attractive, being finely engraved and printed 
by the American Bank Note Company. The beauty of these stamps has 
long been noted by collectors. Heydon (1921, p. 139) states "I do 
not know where we can find any stamps superior in design, beauty 
of engraving and tastefully contrasted colors to this charming series."

Figure 2. Obverse of the document, the reverse of which 
is shown in Figure 1.

While these lovely stamps have been known to collectors since 
their issuance in 1880, it appears that almost nothing has appeared 
in the philatelic literature regarding their use. Hubbard (1960) 
notes that they were "used only in Orleans Parish of New Orleans 
City." This is partially incorrect in that the City of New Orleans 
is within the Parish (County) of Orleans, not the other way around. 
One early article (Hatcher, 1890) does reprint portions of the 
act that authorized the issuance of these stamps. Unfortunately, 
the sections reprinted deal with general administrative matters 
(thou shalt not counterfeit, etc.) and give little information on 
just what the stamps were used for, where they were used, and how.

To find answers to these questions, I turned to the original 
Act authorizing their use. Happily, the Law Library of the Pace 
University Law School (White Plains, NY) had a copy of the 1880
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Louisiana Session Laws. This volume included the Act (# 136) that 
authorized the issuance of the stamps. It also outlined, in great 
detail, their use. The full text of this Act has never before 
appeared in the philatelic literature. It is reprinted, in full, 
at the end of this article. The Act is long and detailed and I feel 
it better to reprint it in full than provide a summary only. Such 
a summary would, by nature, omit some information that some present 
or future collector would find important.

For those not wishing to plow through the 14% pages of the 
Act, a short summary can be provided. Basically, the Louisiana Law 
stamps are a curious cross between state and local revenue stamps.
They were used only in the Parish (County) of Orleans and in the 
City of New Orleans. They were not used anywhere else in the state.
Yet, they are inscribed "Louisiana Law Stamp". At least under the 
original 1880 Act, the stamps were not used to pay taxes, as such.
They were used exclusively to pay fees for various services performed 
by five different Parish and City Court Clerk offices. The five 
offices that used the stamps, and the specified number of fees is 
outlined below.

1. Clerk, Civil District Court, Parish of Orleans
48 different fees (See Sec. 1 of the Act)

2. Clerk, Criminal District Court, Parish of Orleans
21 different fees (Sec. 9)

3. Clerks, City Courts of New Orleans
12 different fees (Sec. 14)

4. Registrar of Conveyances, Parish of Orleans
6 different fees (Sec. 17)

5. Recorder of Mortgages, Parish of Orleans
13 different fees (Sec. 18)

The Act also specified fees for sheriffs and constables, but 
these fees were not paid by stamps. Presumably, they were paid to 
the appropriate officials in cash.

With the great number of documents that required the use of 
these stamps, it is reasonable to ask why documents with the stamps 
affixed are not seen more often. Reading the Act shows that the 
stamps were to be affixed to documents that were then filed with 
the appropriate Clerk. These documents seem not to have been given 
to the individuals who paid for the stamps. Who knows what became 
of these documents? They may still exist, buried in the archives of 
the City of New Orleans and/or the Parish of Orleans. Or they may 
have long ago been destroyed as waste paper. Or, perhaps, before 
they were destroyed, the stamps were soaked off. Used examples 
of most values are not that rare, with the $5 and, especially, the 
$2.50 values being rare exceptions.

Illustrated with this article are two documents showing the 
use of Louisiana Law stamps. Both are from rather late in the history 
as their use was eliminated in 1897. The illustarted documents are 
puzzling as they show the use of these stamps on receipts. Under the 
original 1880 Act, receipts were not among the documents that required 
stamps. Apparently, sometime after the 1880 law was enacted, it 
was amended to tax other documents. Unfortunately, the Pace Law Library
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Figure 3. Obverse of receipt for 1885 state taxes.
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Figure 4. Reverse of the above document, with 10C law 
stamp affixed. Note punched cancel.
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does not have a complete run of Louisiana session laws from 1880 
through 1897 so further research will have to be done to find 
any changes and additions to the original Act.

It is interesting to note that the original Act makes no 
provision for canceling the stamps. Presumably, this is because the 
documents with the stamps were given to the appropriate Clerk and it 
was felt that no cancelation was necessary. But the stamps on 
the illustrated documents are clearly canceled, both with handstamps 
and one with a punch that goes through the stamp, but not the 
document. Thus the stamp must have been punched before it was 
affixed. One hopes that the currently unfound amendments to the 
original Act will speak to the issue of cancelation of these stamps.

What happened to the stamps remaining on hand when the 
law requiring their use was repealed in 1897? They were destroyed. 
Reproduced below is Louisiana House and Senate Concurrent Resolution 
No. 9 dated June 16, 1898 that required the destruction of these 
remainders.

References for this article will be found after the reproduced 
Act, on page 84. The reproduction starts on the next page, page 70.
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No. 136.] AN ACT
To fix the fees of the clerks of the Civil ancl Criminal District Courts for the parish of Orleans, the civil and criminal sheriffs for the par­ish of Orleans, the clerks and constables of the city courts of New Orleans, the register of conveyances and recorder of mortgages for the parish of Orleans; to regulate the collection of said fees; to or­ganize a system of stamps for the collection of the fees of the clerks of said courts, the register of conveyances and recorder of mortgages for the parish of Orleans, and to regulate the duties of the Governor,Auditor of Public Accounts, Secretary of State, State Treasurer,Fiscal Agent, in relation thereto, and to prescribe certain penalties and punishments for the embezzlement, forgery and counterfeiting of said starnes.
Section 1.  !"  #$%" & () "+ , # -$. / 00 1 ( .) 2 3 "+ 4.$ " 2 3

526 !0 !$#$ 7 That for the services of the clerk of the Civil District , 3f lb6
i .  c le r k  o r lUu C iv i l  D lu r t c lCourt tor the parish of Orleans, the following amounts shall be 

charged, to be collected as hereinafter provided:
First— For filing and docketing every original petition with bond, 

affidavit, note or account, and all other documents accompanying the 
same, the basis of a suit or proceeding in court and to cover all 
necessary orders of court thereon, the entering of final judgment 
therein, and the recording of the petition, answer and final judgment, 
for all, five dollars ($5).
Second— For issuing each citation and one copy, for both, with cer­

tificate and seals, fifty cents (50).
Third— For fifing any answer, supplemental petition, intervention, 

third opposition, exception, motion, rule or other proceeding or doc­
ument, other than those accompanying the original petition, for each, 
thirty cents (30).
And each order of court thereon, twenty-five cents (25).
Fourth— For issuing copy of petition, answer, supplemental peti­

tion, rule, motion or other paper, requiring to be copied by the clerk 
in the progress of any case in court, with certificate and seal, for each 
one hundred (100) words or part thereof, twenty-five cents (25).
Fifth— For issuing writ of attachment, with certificate and seals, 

ono dollar (§1).
Sixth— For issuing writ of attachment against non-resident (four 

copies), all with certificate and seals, for all, two dollars ($2).
Seventh— For issuing writ of arrest, with certificate and seal, one 

dollar ($1).
Eighth —  For issuing writ of sequestration, with certificate and 

seals, one dollar ($1).
Ninth— For issuing writ of provisional seizure, with certificate and 

seals, one dollar ($1).
Tenth —  For issuing writ of injunction and one copy, with certi­

ficate and seals, one dollar ($1).
And for each additional copy, fifty cents (50).
Eleventh— For issuing writ of mandamus and one copy, with cer­

tificate and seals, one dollar ($1).
And each additional copy, fifty cents (50).
Twelfth— For issuing writ of certiorari and one copy, with certifi­

cate and seals, seventy-five cents (75).
And for each additional copy, fifty cents (50).
Thirteenth— For issuing writ of habeas corpus, with certificate and 

seals, to be charged in civil cases only, one dollar ($1).
No charge shall be made by any clerk or sheriff in habeas corpus 

ca9es in criminal proceedings.
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Fourteenth— For issuing writs of seizure and sale, with certificate 

and seals, one dollar ($1).
Fifteenth— For issuing writs of distringas, one copy, with certifi­

cate and seals, one dollar ($1).
And for each additional copy, fifty cents (50).
Sixteenth— For issuing writ of possession or ejectment, with one 

copy, with certificate and seals, one dollar ($1).
And for each additional copy, twenty-five cents (25).
Seventeenth— For issuing 06(8 #$&6% 0 " %61 7 with one copy, with

certificate and seals, fifty cents (50).
And for each additional copy, fifty cents (50).
Eighteenth— For issuing subpena for witnesses, for each witness, 

twenty cents (20).
Nineteenth —  For issuing notice of judgment and one copy of 

same, with certificate and seals, fifty cents (50).
Twentieth— For issuing citation of appeal, with one copy, with 

certificate and seal, fifty cents (50).
Twenty-first— For issuing attachments to bring persons into court 

or for contempt, one dollar ($1.)
Twenty-second— For issuing 9 # !- 3$%!$ 0 in each case in which a 

jury may be prayed for and granted, and for swearing the jury, to be 
charged, whether the jurv be impaneled or not, for both, one dollar
($D.
Twenty-third— For issuing writ of 3! -!with certificate and 

seal, seventy-five cents (75).
Twenty-fourth— For issuing notice of demand, with one copy, with 

certificate and seals, seventy-five cents (75).
And for each additional copy, twenty-five cents (25).
Twenty-fifth— For issuing notice to creditors of insolvents, with 

one copy thereof, with certificate and seal, for each creditor, twenty 
cents (20).
Twenty-sixth— For issuing commissions to take testimony of wit­

nesses, or answers to interrogatories, with certificate and seal, fifty 
cents (50).
Twenty-seventh— For issuing notice of trial, notice to take testi­

mony, notice to cross interrogatories, notice of appointment to 
$& +2%7 syndic, curator, attorney for absent heirs, appraiser, expert, 
auditor, umpire, arbitrator, liquidator, executor, administrator, tutor, 
receiver, notary, auctioneer or other officer appointed by court, when 
such notice is required or ordered to be issued, for each original, with 
one copy of same, with certificate and seals, fifty cents (50).
Twenty-eighth— For issuing letters of appointment or confirmation 

of any tutor, curator, administrator, executor, syndic, liquidator, re­
ceiver or other officer appointed or confirmed by court, until one copy 
thereof, with certificate and seals, one dollar ($1).
And for each additional copy, fifty cents (50).
Twenty-ninth— For taking and recording every bond of an admin­

istrator, executor, curator, tutor, liquidator, syndic, receiver, tutor or 
other officer, one dollar ($1).
Thirtieth— For issuing, and where necessary, recording the oath of 

every administrator, executor, curator, tutor, under tutor, liquidator 
syndic, receiver, auditor, expert, arbitrator, umpire, appraiser, curator 
$& +2%7 attorney for absent heirs or other officer or person appointed 
or confirmed by court, fifty cents (50).
Thirty-first— For administering oaths in all cases and for affixing 

: 6 - $ " and seal to affidavit, for all, twenty-five cents (25).
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Thirty-second— For each certificate prepared by the clerk and 

signed by the judge, one dollar ($1).
Thirty-third— For preparing advertisements for newspapers, fifty 

cents (50).
Thirty-fourth— For preparing certificate of proof of publication, 

with :6 -$ " and certificate and seal, and for administering oath thereto, 
for all, twenty-five cents (25)'.
Thirty-fifth— For taking down testimony in court on probate of 

wills, and writing the necessary order and decrees in such matters, 
for all, two dollars and fifty cents ($2 50).
Thirty-sixth— For each certificate issued by a judge to a married 

woman, under article 127 of the Civil Code, two dollars and fifty 
cents ($2 50).
Thirty-seventh— For each declaration of change of domicile, for 

all costs therein, one dollar and fifty cents ($1 50).
Thirty-eighth— For each confession of judgment, for all proceed­

ings therein, including a copy of the final judgment, and for recording 
all necessary proceedings, two dollars and fifty cents ($2 50).
Thirty-ninth— For each proceeding for emancipation, where the 

same is uncontested, for all proceedings therein, including a copy of 
the final judgment, and for recording all necessary proceedings, five 
dollars ($5).
Fortieth— In all cases of successions where the heirs are recognized 

md sent into possession, without other proceedings, for all costs, ten 
dollars ($10).
Forty-first— For each proceeding for nomination uncontested, for 

&11 costs therein, except advertising, ten dollars ($101.
Forty-second— For entering satisfaction of judgment no charge 

shall be made, but for each copy thereof, with certificate and seal, 
seventy-five cents (75).
Forty-third— For each declaration of intention to become a citizen 

of the United States, for all proceedings therein, including necessary 
copy of certificate with seal, for all, one dollar ($1).
Forty-fourth— For each proceeding naturalizing a foreigner as a 

citizen of the United States, for all proceedings, including one copy 
or certificate with seal, for all, one dollar and fifty cents ($1 50).
Forty-fifth— For copies of all acts, records or papers of any kind 

required to be made by the clerk, or of which the originals are in his 
charge, whether made for private use or for judicial or other public 
proceeding, including transcripts of appeal, with certificate and seals 
to authenticate the same included, for each one hundred words, 
twenty-five cents (25).
Forty-sixth— For filing and recording all deeds of conveyance of 

real property sold by the sheriff, including certificate and seal, for 
each hundred words, twenty-five cents (25).
Forty-seventh— No charge shall be made for entries on the minutes 

in any case, nor for calling, fixing, posting or continuing any case, for 
twearing witnesses or jurors, or for filing the returns upon process of 
any kind.
Forty-eighth— For taking testimony in open court, either by short­

hand or otherwise, for each one hundred words, twenty-five cents (25).
;-29!& &7 that all the costs for taking the same shall be paid by the 

party on whose behalf the witness shall have been called; $#& 8 -2 <
&& &36 - "+  - 7 that all testimony taken shall be paid for by a stamp or 
damps for the requisite amount, which shall be affixed thereto before 
lie same shall be filed by the clerk, and no judgment shall be ren-
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dered in favor of any party whose testimony shall not have beenfirri 
stamped and filed, and in case either party whose testimony shall not 
have been first stamped and filed, and in case either party shall 
appeal, all testimony, not so stamped and filed, shall not be copied into 
the transcript or considered by the appellate court. Any testimony 
not paid for by, the party at whose instance it was taken may be used 
as evidence in the cause on being properly stamped and filed by any 
one having an interest therein, and the amount so paid for stamps shall 
be taxed as costs in the case.
See. 2.  !" 3 6 - " +  -  #$%" &7,  "%77 That all costs i.f proceedings in 

the Civil District Court for the parish of Orleans, or for services of 
the clerk thereof, shall be paid in the stamps hereinafter provided 
for, in advance, at the time such proceeding* or service is required, 
by affixing a stamp or stamps in amount corresponding to the iee for 
the proceeding on service required, as fixed in section first of this act, 
to the document, writ or process as hereinafter provided, and no clerk 
shall file or permit to be riled any paper or document, or issue any 
process.' copy, certificate or other proceeding unless the requisite 
stamp has been affixed thereto.
See.  ! " 36 - "+  -  #$%" &7  "%=7 That either party in any cause re­

quiring the official services to be performed shall pay the costs there­
for, and shall be entitled to recover the amount, thereof from the 
other party, on the final termination of the cause, if the costs should 
be decreed in his favor.
See. d.  !" 36 - "+  -  #$%" &7  "%=7 That the defendant in anyeauae 

or proceeding shall have the right to require the plain tin or party 
; prosecuting the same to give bond or other security, iu such amount 
as may be fixed by the court, to secure the repayment of final ter­
mination of the cause of all costs expended by the defendant therein 
That the order requiring such bond or security for costs shall issue 
 >?8$-"  on the application of the party, without costs, and no further 
proceeding shall be had in such cause until such bond or security has 
been furnished. That the court shall fix the delay within which such 
bond or security for costs shall be furnished, and the failure to furnish 
the same, within such delay, shall operate a dismissal of the proceed­
ings as in case of non-suit. That in all cases the surety for costa 
shall be considered a party to such suit or proceeding, and shall be 
condemned for the amount of costs recoverable !# 02.!&2 with the 
party cast in the final judgment in such proceeding.
See. 5.  !" 3 6 - " +  -  #$%" &  "%=7 That the clerk of the Civil Dis­

trict Court of the parish of Orleans shall keep the following dockets, 
with proper indices thereto, viz:
First— One docket for all succession, emancipation, interdiction, 

and partition proceedings.
Second— One docket for all cases involving two hundred dollars oroless, exclusive of interest, and other than those specilied in paragraph 

first of this section.
Third— One docket for all cases involving more, than two hundred 

dollars and not more than one thousand dollars, exclusive of interest, 
and other than those specified in paragraph first of this section.
Fourth— One docket for all cases involving more than oye thousand 

dollars, exclusive of interest, and other than those specified in para­
graph first of this section.
Fifth— One docket for all cases of separation and divorce, land­

lord’s writ for possession, mandamus, injunction, habeas corpus, 
declaration of domicile, and all other eases in which no money
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demand is involved, and other than those specified in paragraph first 
of this section.
Sec. (i.  !" 3 6 - " +  -  #$%" &7  "%=7 That upon the dockets provided

lor by section fifth of this act the clerk shall cause to ho entered 
evory proceeding as the same is had, and shall enter thereon the 
amount of stamps paid for by the parties, respectively, in such cause 
or proceeding.
Sec. 7.  !" 3 6 - " +  -  #$%" &7  "%=7 That in all cases appealed to the 

Court of Appea s for the parish of Orleans, the following charges 
shall be made, and no more :
First— In all cases where the amount involved is less than five 

hundred dollars, exclusive of interest, fifteen dollars ($15).
Second— In all other cases, twenty-five dollars ($’25).
See. 8.  !"? 36 - "+  -  #$%" &7  "%== That the charges fixed by section 

seven of this act shall be paid in a stamp or stamps for the requisite 
amount, which shall be affixed by the party appealing to the 
petition or motion for appeal upon tiling the same in the Court of 
Appeals.
Sec. 9.  !" 3 6 - " +  -  #$%" & 7  "%== That the following charges, and

no more, shall be made for all services of the clerk of the Criminal 
District Court for the parish of Orleans:
First— For filing and recording affidavit, fifty cents (50V
Second— For filing information or indictment, and for 'cording, 

docketing and indexing the same, for all, fifty cents (50).
Third— For filing appearance or witness bond, twenty-five cents

(25).
Fourth— For orders to bring in prisoners into court and remanding 

same, one charge, twenty-five cents (25).
Fifth— For issuing notice of arraignment, on principal and surety, 

for each orignal, with one copy, certified with seal, fifty cents (50).
Sixth— For issuing notice of tidal to principal and surety, for each 

original, with one copy, certified with seal, fifty cents (50).
Seventh— For issuing notice of judgment on forfeiture of bonds 

on principal and surety, for each original, with one copy, with certifi­
cates and seals, fifty cents (50).
Eighth— For issuing subpena to witnesses, forty cents (40).
Ninth— For issuing attachment against witness, one dollar ($1).
Tenth— For issuing copy of indictment or information to be served 

on accused, as required by law, seventy-five cents (75).
Eleventh— For issuing copy of jury list, to be served on accused 

when required by law, fifty cents (50).
Twelfth— For issuing %$8!$07 fifty cents (50.)
Thirteenth— For issuing copy of sentence, with certificate and seal, 

fifty cents (50).
Fourteenth— For each commitment, with seal, fifty cents (50.)
Fifteenth— For issuing each 06(8 #$ &6% 0 " %61 7 with one copy, 

with certificate and seal for both, seventy-five cents (75); and for each 
additional copy, twenty-five cents (25).
Sixteenth— For filing plea in abatement, special plea in bar, or plea 

to quash, each ten cents (10).
Seventeenth— For filing motion for new trial, or in arrest of judg­

ment, and for issuing one copy thereof, with certificate and seal, for 
ill, seventy-five cents (75).
Eighteenth— For issuing writ of 3 !  - ! 3$ % !$ 0 7 fifty cents (50).
Nineteenth— For administering oaths, affixingyuraf, certificate and 

leal, for all, twenty-five cents (25).
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